Honouring an heroic history

PAULINE FRASER on the memorial ceremony for brigader George Brown.

N June 27 and 28, the village of Inistiope,

County Kilkenny, paid homage to one of its

sons, George Brown, who velunteered to
fight for democracy and freedom in Spain.

George was born in the village on Movember 3
{906 and killed by a fascist bullet while lying wound-
ed by the roadside near the battlefield at Brunete on
July 7 1937,

His parents had moved to Manchester o find work
and it was the experience of life in that city, where
Cieorpe was in and out of work “at the comvenience of
emplovers,” as historian Ciarin Crossey puts it, that led
to him becoming & working cliss activist and joining the
Communist Party during the general strike of 1926

He became Manchester organiser of the party and
was clected to the execytive committee in 1935,

His widow Evelyn Taylor, in a letter to the Daily
Warker afler his death, wrote: “His whole life was de-
voled to the working class straggle and to the Com-
munist Party, which he firmly believed was the only
party that could lead the workers to socialism.

“He went o Spain because he knew that, if we al-
loraved Fiascizm to conguer in Spain, very soon we should
be having to fiee the guns of (ascism in England ™

In 1938, Jack Jones marred Evelyn and they shared
fib years of love and common struggle together until
her death in 1995,

The weekend's eventy were orgamscd by a commit-
tee of 11, headed by chairman Paddy Murphy.

A presentation was made by Andy MeGuinness of
the Services Industrial Professional & Technical Un-
ion (SIPTL ) in recognition of Paddy's Firﬂ—h]ﬁ_ﬂ activ-
ial service in the federation of rural workers compo-

nent of the union.

Sean Walsh summed up the commities s aims thus.
“To make George Brown and what he represented
widely kniwn in the area, place him in his proper his-
torical context and. through that, the rale of the Inter-
national Brigaders and their contribution 1o history™
It now plans to erganise an annual George Brown me-
imorial lecture.

Juck, who is life president of the International Bn-
gade Memonal Trust (IBMT), former general secretary
of the TGWU and founder of the National Pensioners
Convention, spoke of how loved and respected George
had been and how powerfully his cherished memory
hand Dived on in his and Evelyns home,

Officially opening the weekends procecdings, bn-
gader Bob Doyle said: “As the last Insh soldier of the
International Brigades, 1 am honoured o open this
commemaration in his native county,

“The fight today is as vital as it was in Spain, but
remember we are fighting lor an idea and, though we
must at times defend oursclves, guns cannot impose
an idea, The four weapons of victory today are educa-
tion, organisation, civil disobedience and unity,”

Jack proposed a vote of thanks to Manus O Riordan,
SIPTU head of rescarch and executive member for
Ireland of the IBMT, who delivered the first Georpe
Brown Memuorial Lecture on Priday evening, and he
stressed the importance of organising as George

Brown himsell had done, emphasising the lessons of

working ¢lass unity in the 1930s which now needed 1o
be learned once more for the struggles abieaad

Events continued on Saturday moming with o lecture
by Harry Chwens. He gave such a powerful and vivid nu-

rative of so many aspects of the civil war that the Inistiope
awdience gave him a prolonged standing ovation.

Following the presentation of George Brown com-
memorative  plaques lo SIPTU  president  Jack
0" Connor, Bob Doyle, Jack Jones and Georpe's cous-
ins Eily O Brien and Mary Doolin, the commemaori-
tion moved to the adjoining graveyard for the unveil-
ing of the memaorial plague,

IBMT exccutive members Hilary Jones, Marlene
Sidawny, Manus (' Riordan and | carried the memo-
rial banners of both the British Banalion and the Con-
nolly Column, 15 Brigada Internacional, while two
local brass bands came together to play County Kil-
kenny anthem The Rose of Mooncoin, Jarama and
The Internationale.

At Woodstock Gardens, Jack planted a tree on be-
half of his and Evelyn's family. This ceremony was pre-
sided over by Sean Kelly of Unite, who had worked
tirelessly as the commemoration project co-ordinator.

In the nearby olive grove memornial o Kilkenny's
International Brigaders, Inistioge’ Hatchery Folk
Group provided a musical tnbute, which included
Christy Moores song Viva la Quince Brigada!, sung
with two additionnl verses i memory of George.
Brenda ©'Riordan gave a recital on the Irish harp,
which incloded Marblma Luimnighe (Limenck’
Lamentation),

Cn their return to Inistoge, the bmss band again
played The Internationale, the anthem with which Con-
nolly Column communder Frank Ryan had rallied the
[mternational Brigades at the Battle of Jaramu

“Then comrades come rally, And the last fight let us
face. The Internationale Unites the human race!™
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of agency and temporary workers,
hours and holidays — in fact, all issues
relating to workplace practices — are
best done through free and effective
trade union bargaining, rather than lim-
ited legslation.

And, for that bargaining 10 be cffec-
tive, legislation should be introduced to
ensure that trade unions have the rights
and freedoms enshrined in internabion-
al law, provided for in many European
copstitutions. but  denied 1o British
workers for far too long.

Unfortunately, popular calls for
Trade Union Rights and Freedoms Bill
have not reached the Warwick agenda,
although aspects of the proposed Bill
are included in the core amendmenis.

Ensuring that those amendments re-
main al the centre of negotiations with
government and are not sacrificed in
the face of hostile media reports about
returnime to the 19705 will be a crucial
test of trade union defermination.

Other amendments submitted by un-
ions but not listed as core melude ex-
tending  statulory recognition  proce-
dured to small emplovers, restricting
the wse of apgency workers during in-
dustrial action and the introduction of a
fair-wages clause into all procurement
contracts,

If these demands were won and un-
ions, once again, were allowed the free-
dom 10 defend the interests of their
members, we would begin the task of
winnmg back the confidence of work-
ers and the support of voters, Both are
sorely necded
@ Carolyn Jones is direcior of the In-
stitute of Employment Rights and can
bie contacted on cadiaierorg.uk




